
Introduction 

The Unnecessary Divide 

The history of the Christian Church is filled with examples of faithful men and women wrestling with 

the Scriptures in their pursuit of truth. Many of these discussions have enriched the Church and 

sharpened understanding of divine revelation. 

Yet few theological questions have generated as much sustained debate as the relationship between 

God's sovereign grace and man's response to the gospel. For generations, this discussion has often 

been framed through the historic theological traditions associated with John Calvin and Jacobus 

Arminius. Entire systems of theology have emerged seeking to explain how God's sovereign purpose 

in salvation relates to humanity's responsibility to repent, believe, and obey. 

At the heart of the debate lies a fundamental question: How can God be absolutely sovereign in 

salvation while human beings remain genuinely responsible for their response to Him? 

For many, these truths appear incompatible. The assumption is often made that the stronger one's 

view of divine sovereignty becomes, the weaker human responsibility must become. Likewise, the 

greater the emphasis upon human response, the more God's sovereignty must be diminished. The 

discussion is frequently presented as a choice between alternatives, forcing believers to stand on one 

side of a theological divide or the other. 

The result has often been unfortunate. Instead of producing greater confidence in the Scriptures, the 

debate has sometimes generated confusion. Instead of leading believers to worship, it has occasionally 

led to division. 

But what if the divide itself is unnecessary? 

What if the problem does not originate in Scripture but in the assumptions, we bring to Scripture? 

What if the conflict exists not in divine revelation but in the limitations of human understanding? 

The Bible never appears troubled by the relationship between God's sovereign activity and human 

responsibility. Throughout both the Old and New Testaments, the biblical writers freely affirm both 

realities. They do so repeatedly, consistently, and without apology. God chooses, calls, draws, 

hardens, appoints, and accomplishes His purposes according to His will. At the same time, men and 

women are commanded to repent, believe, obey, persevere, and are held fully accountable for their 

actions before God. 

Remarkably, the Scriptures never present these truths as competitors. 

Joseph could say to his brothers, "You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good." Pharaoh 

hardened his heart, and God hardened Pharaoh's heart. Assyria pursued its own ambitions while 

unknowingly fulfilling God's purposes. The crucifixion of Christ was both the sovereign plan of God 

and the most wicked act ever committed by men. The apostles proclaimed God's eternal purpose in 

salvation while urgently calling sinners to repent and believe. 

The biblical writers simply affirm both realities because they understood something that we often 

forget: God is not limited by the boundaries of human reasoning. The God who reveals Himself in 

Scripture is not a larger version of man. He is infinite in wisdom, unlimited in power, and perfect in 

all His ways. Consequently, truths that appear difficult for finite minds to reconcile may exist in 

perfect harmony within the counsel of God. 

This observation brings us to the words of Jesus in Matthew 22:29: 



"You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God." 

The Sadducees had created a theological difficulty that appeared impossible to solve. Their error, 

however, was not that Scripture lacked clarity. Nor was it that God lacked power. They had 

underestimated both the testimony of Scripture and the capability of God. 

The same warning remains relevant today. 

Whenever we conclude that two biblical truths cannot coexist because we cannot explain how they 

coexist, we risk repeating the mistake of the Sadducees. We impose upon God the limitations of our 

own understanding. We assume that what appears impossible to us must therefore be impossible for 

Him. 

Yet Scripture repeatedly reminds us otherwise. 

"What is impossible with man is possible with God" (Luke 18:27). 

"With God all things are possible" (Matthew 19:26). 

"For nothing will be impossible with God" (Luke 1:37). 

These statements are not merely declarations of divine power; they establish a principle that shapes 

how we approach all of Scripture. The God who created the universe, raised the dead, became 

incarnate in Christ, and accomplishes salvation by grace is fully capable of doing what finite minds 

struggle to comprehend. 

The difficulty should not surprise us. Scripture repeatedly reminds us that God's thoughts are higher 

than our thoughts and His ways higher than our ways. Finite creatures cannot expect to comprehend 

exhaustively the workings of an infinite God. This does not mean that God's revelation is 

contradictory, but that divine realities often exceed the limits of human explanation. We may know 

truly what God has revealed without knowing exhaustively how every revealed truth harmonizes 

within His eternal wisdom 

The central thesis of this book is therefore simple: 

The relationship between sovereign grace and human response is not a contradiction requiring 

resolution, nor a tension that must be managed by diminishing one truth in order to preserve the other. 

It is a unified divine reality consistently revealed throughout Scripture. The perceived conflict arises 

not from the biblical text itself but from our inability to fully comprehend the infinite wisdom and 

power of God. 

The purpose of this book is not to defend a theological system, nor to propose a compromise between 

competing traditions. Rather, it is an invitation to return to the Scriptures themselves. We will 

examine the testimony of the biblical writers from Genesis to Revelation, tracing the consistent 

pattern of God's sovereign activity and humanity's genuine responsibility. We will then consider how 

the Church has wrestled with these truths throughout history and what lessons can be learned from 

those discussions. 

Ultimately, our goal is not merely greater theological precision but deeper confidence in God. For 

when we allow Scripture to speak on its own terms, we discover that God's sovereignty and human 

responsibility are not rival truths struggling for dominance. They are glorious realities that together 

reveal the wisdom, power, grace, and majesty of the God who saves. 

And as we come to see this more clearly, our response should not be speculation, but worship. 

 


