Introduction

Few truths in Christian theology are as beautiful or far-reaching as the confession that humanity has
been created in the image of God. To speak of the imago Dei is to stand before a mystery: that the
eternal God, existing in perfect fullness of life, love, and communion, has fashioned human beings to
share in fellowship with Him and to reflect His goodness within creation. From the opening chapters
of Genesis, Scripture declares that men and women are not accidents of history but image-bearers,
endowed with dignity, meaning, and purpose under God’s sovereign call (Gen 1:26-28).

This image finds its deepest grounding in the eternal life of the Triune God. From all eternity, the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit dwell in perfect communion — a life, theologians have described by the
term perichoresis, a mutual indwelling without confusion or division.2 Humanity’s capacity for
relationship, community, and love does not arise from social evolution or psychological development
alone, but from this divine reality. We are relational creatures because God Himself is eternally
relational 3

Yet the story of humanity does not remain one of unbroken harmony. Sin fractures, distorts, and
disorders the image. The mirror still exists, but the reflection no longer shines with clarity. Alienation
replaces communion; self-direction replaces humble worship. Still, the image is not erased. The ache
for eternity remains; the longing for fellowship endures.

Here lies the heart of the gospel: redemption is not simply God returning us to Edenic innocence.
Rather, redemption leads humanity forward toward the fullness of the divine blueprint revealed in
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son and true Image of God (Col 1:15; Heb 1:3).4

What Adam dimly anticipated, Christ embodies perfectly. In Him, we see not only what God is like —
but what humanity is meant to become. Salvation, therefore, is not merely pardon; it is
transformation. God’s eternal purpose is that His people be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom
8:29).°

This conformity does not erase human personality or agency. Instead, it unfolds through what
Reformed theology has described as divine—human concurrence — God sovereignly working in and
through human willing, loving, and acting.® As believers are joined to Christ by the Spirit, they grow
into the likeness of the One who perfectly shares in the loving communion of the Triune God. Thus
Christian maturity is not moralism, nor is it spiritual achievement. It is participation — by grace — in
the life, love, and obedience of Christ.

The journey of this book moves across the great arc of Scripture:
e Creation, where humanity receives its noble vocation as God’s image-bearers
e Fall, where the image is wounded yet retained
e Redemption, where Christ — the true Image — restores and renews humanity in Himself
e Consummation, where the image shines in glory as believers are made fully like Him

Seen this way, the doctrine of the image of God is not a peripheral theme. It is the golden thread
binding together our understanding of humanity, sin, salvation, and eternal hope. It tells us who we
are, why the world is as it is, and what God is doing in Christ to bring His purposes to completion.

This book is therefore written for disciples — for men and women who long to know God more deeply
and to understand themselves before Him. As we consider the image of God, my prayer is that we



would be drawn into deeper reverence for the Triune God, deeper love for Christ the true Image, and
deeper hope in the Spirit’s transforming work in our lives and communities. For in Jesus Christ, the
divine blueprint is not merely restored — it is unveiled in radiant fullness.



