
This book grew out of a simple but important concern: how the Bible is read and lived out in 

the church today. Over many years of study and reflection, I have noticed that when 

Christians talk about apostles and prophets they often speak with great confidence, but not 

always with careful attention to the whole message of Scripture. Certain verses are 

sometimes lifted out of their context and used to support church models that may seem 

effective, yet are not always rooted in a full and faithful reading of the Bible. 

This matters more than we might think. In some churches today, people openly claim to be 

apostles or prophets and expect others to accept their words with special authority. These 

claims are often received without much questioning. This can shape how believers think 

about spiritual maturity, church leadership, and even whether Christ has already given us 

everything we need for our life together as His people. I have heard statements like: “The 

church cannot fully mature and develop apart from a proper recognition of apostolic 

ministry.” Contrast it with, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Mat 16:18   

My goal in writing is not to criticize the faith or sincerity of anyone. Many who hold different 

views truly love Jesus and want to serve Him faithfully. Rather, I want us to pause and ask a 

deeper question: What does the Bible actually teach about apostles and prophets? And how 

did Paul understand their role in helping the church grow into maturity? 

I believe that when we read Scripture carefully, humbly, and in light of the whole story of 

God’s work, it brings clarity and peace to the church. It helps us avoid both blind acceptance 

and harsh rejection, and instead leads us into wiser, more grounded faith. 

That is why this book takes a step-by-step journey through the Bible’s teaching. We begin by 

looking at how apostles and prophets appear throughout God’s unfolding plan of salvation. 

Then we take a close look at Ephesians chapters 1 to 4, where Paul shows us that Christ 

Himself is the foundation and cornerstone of the church. The apostles and prophets played a 

vital, once-for-all role in laying that foundation, while the rest of the church is called to build 

upon it and grow into maturity. Only after laying this groundwork do we look at prophetic 

ministry in Acts and Paul’s letters, and then at modern ideas often called the “fivefold 

ministry.” 

Throughout the book, the focus is not on arguing, but on building up. Paul points us again 

and again to the sufficiency of Christ. Jesus is the cornerstone. The apostles and prophets 

gave us the foundation through their witness to Him. And now the church is called to grow—

slowly, faithfully, and together—into the fullness of Christ through truth and love. When we 

understand these roles clearly, we are freed from the pressure to keep trying to recreate what 

God has already firmly established. 

This book is written especially for pastors, teachers, and everyday believers who want clarity 

without conflict, and depth without division. If it helps you see Paul’s vision in Ephesians 

more clearly, think more wisely about claims of apostolic or prophetic authority, and rest 

more deeply in Christ’s complete provision for His church, then it has done what it 

was meant to do—to the glory of God and for the good of His people. 

 


